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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
This year marks another fulfilling year as we strive to deliver our mission
in the true TeamTK spirit through the dedication and passion of our staff
and the support of our partners in education. Guided by our school motto
– Diligentia, Ingenium, Dexteritas, and grounded in our school values, the
TK education develops our TK Graduates holistically in terms of cognitive
prowess, strength of character, and leadership.
To prepare TKsians for the future and smart-city imperatives, we have
embarked on a journey of curriculum re-design and innovation to provide an
integrated and innovative curriculum and co-curriculum, through signature
programmes like the Da Vinci Curriculum, Current Affairs Programme, Critical
and Inventive Thinking SKILLS Programme and VIA programme. Our Student
Development team also synergised its efforts across the respective curricula
to develop the whole person who is positively oriented and a contributing
citizen. The myriad of quality learning experiences – in and out of class,
provides TKsians with opportunities to apply themselves in real-time via
cognitive challenges in national competitions, service learning projects in the
community, and when honing their collaborative skills in zonal and national
CCA competitions.
For example, TKsians made their mark in the recent Innovation, Design
and Engineering (IDE) Challenge where they were placed National 3rd. In
the 39th International C. B. Paul Science Quiz, we attained 3 Golds and a
Bronze, and for the Singapore Secondary Schools Debating Championships
(Div III), we emerged as National 2nd. Our Uniformed Groups performed
excellently, continuing their fine tradition, and attained 4 Golds and a Silver.
Our Performing Arts groups attained 3 Certificates of Distinction and 2
Certificates of Accomplishment. Our Floorball Team emerged as ‘C’ Division
National Champions, and ‘B’ Division National 2nd; our Netball Team ‘C’
Division Zone 3rd, and ‘B’ Division Zone 2nd; and our Football Team ‘C’
Division Zone 3rd.
I would like to thank all our dedicated staff, supportive parents and partners
for making all these possible for our students. As you turn the pages of this
issue, I hope you can also feel the aspirations and pride of being TKsians.
Mrs Dolly Ong
Principal
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commūnicāre
– (Latin) Verb. ‘to share; communicate; unite’
Education is a community effort. Communicare fosters a closer relationship between the school and its stakeholders
and partners as we work together to nurture our students to their full potential.

SCHOOL EXCELLENCE
SINGAPORE MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIAD

Every year, thousands of students from all over Singapore put their analytical skills
to the test in fierce competition during the Singapore Mathematical Olympiad.
This year, two TKsians were awarded the Gold and Silver Awards respectively,
and seven received the Bronze Award. Well done to all the award recipients!
JUNIOR CATEGORY (GOLD)
Joel Yip Su-en (1F)
SENIOR CATEGORY (SILVER)
Joshua Yip Sujun (4B)
JUNIOR CATEGORY (BRONZE)
Brandon Cheang Ming Wei (2D)
Chin Yan Zu (2E)			
Noelani Odelia Tanzil (2F)		
Khoo Yi Ting (2G)

Shah Kushal Hitesh (2D)
Jaryl Seah Rae Herng (2E)
Quinnie Patricia (2F)

AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION
Lower Secondary students participated in the Australian Mathematics
Competition on 27 July. The 75-minute competition tests students’ problemsolving skills.
We are pleased to announce that 40 students scored Distinctions for the
competition and the following students scored High Distinctions:
Joel Yip Su-En (1F)

|

Jaryl Seah (2E)

|

Keith Tay Jun Tat (2G)

Congratulations to the award winners!

ICAS SCIENCE COMPETITION

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an
independent, skills-based assessment programme which recognises outstanding
student achievement from schools across more than 20 countries.
Every year, the Secondary Two cohort participates in the Science category of
this competition. This year, Shristinath Sardar (2D) was awarded the Certificate
of High Distinction (top 1%), and 23 other students received the Certificate of
Distinction (top 10%). Congratulations to all the award winners!

SINGAPORE JUNIOR PHYSICS OLYMPIAD
The Singapore Junior Physics Olympiad 2017 is organised
by the Institute of Physics Singapore (IPS) for secondary
school students. This annual competition aims to
encourage the study and appreciation of Physics beyond
the school curriculum, by providing an opportunity for
students to apply their critical thinking skills. This year,
five TK students received the Bronze Award, and 11 of
them received Honourable Mentions.
The Bronze Award recipients are:
Jonathan Mohnish Umaibalan (4A)
Lim Julia Nicole Castro (4A)
Luke Chia Wenliang (4A)
Tan Hui En (4A)
Nazhifah Bte Agos (4C)
Congratulations to all the award recipients!
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SCHOOL EXCELLENCE
National Schools Literature Festival
The National Schools Literature Festival (NSLF) is a collaboration by the Ministry of
Education, the National Institute of Education, as well as the National Library Board,
and has been running for the past 13 years. It is a platform which enables students
to interact and share ideas through debates and performances, with the aim of
motivating students to appreciate and celebrate Literature.

This year, TK participated in the Lower Secondary Choral Reading Category. A group
of Secondary One students presented a choral reading of the poem “Being Bullied”.
Out of the 72 schools that took part in that category, TK clinched 3rd placing. This
was truly a remarkable achievement as it was the first time that TK had taken part in
the festival, and some students had never performed on stage before. The students
did the school proud by displaying conviction, confidence and the TK Spirit!

EMAS
This year, TK students participated in ‘Lumbaba’ and ‘Fiesta Bahasa’ in August. ‘Lumbaba’ is a Malay version of the Amazing Race
competition organised by Mesra Youth of the People’s Association. 45 secondary schools and junior colleges participated in the race, and
two teams represented TK, namely Srikandi TK (Heroines of TK) and Hero TK (Heroes of TK). The teams braved the exciting challenges with
grit, determination and teamwork, and successfully completed the race. Although they did not win, they still gained invaluable knowledge
and formed new friendships.
Selected Secondary Two and Three students also represented the school in ‘Fiesta Bahasa’, an annual event organised by the Malay
Language Learning and Promotion Committee from the Ministry of Education, in conjunction with Malay Language Month. The students
shared about the unique EMAS programmes at TK, such as the Secondary Three students’ ‘TK Herba’ and ‘Projek Runway’, as well as the
Secondary Two students’ ‘Bacalah Adikku’. The highlight of the event was when the students had the chance to share their experiences with
the Guest-of-Honour, Mr Ng Chee Meng, Minister of Education (Schools). The students were surprised when the Minister himself requested
that they communicate with him in the Malay Language to help him improve his command of the language. The experience taught them
about humility and the importance of embracing lifelong learning.
On 28 July, a group of EMAS students from Secondary One to Four participated in the
annual inter-school national essay writing competition, ‘Pena Emasku 2017’, organised
by EDN Media. The competition aims to provide opportunities for students to showcase
their talents, sharpen their writing techniques, as well as encourage the creative and fun
learning of the Malay Language. Over 400 submissions were received this year from
various secondary schools, and 20 TK students who participated in the competition
attained the Gold Award. One TK student, Nursabrina Bte Mohammad Yusoff (4B),
was also placed 15th overall among the Top 30 best essays. TK was overall placed 2nd
among the schools with the highest number of Gold Award winners, and given a special
award too.

Since August, a group of Secondary One EMAS students had been involved in the annual
‘Teater Pelajar’ Competition. Organised by the People’s Association’s Teens Network
in conjunction with the Malay Language Month, the theatre competition is open to all
primary and secondary schools in Singapore. Held since 2010, the competition aims to
promote the Malay Language and culture in today’s society through theatre. This year,
the team emerged as 2nd Runner-Up in the final round of the competition. One of the
members, Raditya Secondatama (1G) also won the Overall Best Actor award.
‘Saya Boleh Mengarang’ is an annual national writing competition organised by Nusa
Edufront, and this is the first year the organisers extended their invitation to secondary
school students. TK students did the school proud, with Nur Aisyah Mahmod (2E)
receiving the Gold Award and Nur Zayanah Jumahat (2G) receiving the Bronze Award.

AVMC
The Singapore Games Creation Competition (SGCC) is organised annually by
Nanyang Polytechnic (NYP). Young talents from secondary schools compete and
create their very own games. The competition allows participants to have a taste of
game development in the enriching digital media environment of NYP’s School of
Interactive and Digital Media. This year, the team, comprising Lim Wei Xuan (3B),
Timothy Tay Guang Zhi (3B) and Bernice Kwek Hui Man (3D), was a Finalist at the
competition.
AVMC students took part in the ‘N.E.mation!’ competition, an annual inter-school
digital animation competition organised by Nexus for students from secondary
schools, junior colleges and centralised institutes to express their thoughts on Total
Defence. This year, the team, comprising Audrey Loo (2C), Khoo Jing Xuan, Karis
(2C) and Magdiel Teo Geqin (2E), was placed among the Top 10 in the nation. The
final judging will take place in January 2018. All the best!

03

SCHOOL EXCELLENCE
Floorball

The ‘C’ Division Floorball Team once again made history by emerging as
Champions in the National Inter-School Floorball Championship 2017
for the third consecutive year. It was definitely a season to remember as
the girls were unbeaten from the preliminary rounds to the final round.
The team battled with Orchid Park Secondary in the finals at Delta
Sports Hall on 23 August. The game started off on a promising note
with TK scoring the first goal by Alliya Insyirah Binte Kamalrudin (1G),
within the first five seconds of the game. The girls tightened their grip on
the game as Vice Captain Nasha Bte Jeffri (2F) scored the second goal
in the first period. Incredible saves by goalkeeper Phua Xue En Tricia
(2C) also allowed TK to preserve the strong lead. The game eventually
ended 8-2 in TK’s favour, with the girls unrelenting until the final whistle.
As we often say in TK, ‘When the going gets tough, TK gets tougher’.
This year has been a fantastic season for both the ‘B’ and ‘C’ Division
teams. TK Floorball will continue to train hard and be ready for the next
season.

Football

TK’s ‘C’ Division Football kicked off its National Inter-School Tournament
with a dominant win against perennial favourites Hong Kah in July and
that set the tone for an exhilarating campaign full of thrills and spills.
The boys showed great character and grit as they faced off against the
Champions from the other Zones in the course of the campaign, yet
remained unbeaten, before finishing as Quarter-Finalists. The boys have
learnt a great deal this year and will be working hard to achieve even
greater success in 2018.

Meanwhile, the ‘B’ Division boys took part in the U-17 Category of
the Singapore Youth Olympic Festival 2017 Football Tournament and,
despite facing older boys, emerged 2nd Runners-Up. Gabriel Lee Jie
Le (3C) was named Most Valuable Player and won a training stint with
the Matsumoto Yamaga Football Club in Japan.

Vasileios Chua (3C) played for Singapore’s U-15 team in the U-16
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Cup Qualifiers in September against
Japan, Malaysia and Guam. He did his best and represented the nation
with pride and passion.

Netball

Norah Paul Gabriel (1F) and Humaira Binte Mohamad Isa (2F)
represented the Singapore National 14 & Under Netball Team to play
against the Kuala Lumpur Sports School’s 14 & Under Team. Also, Nur
Aisyah Bte Ahmad Faisal (4G) represented the Singapore National 17
& Under Netball Team to play against the Tengku Makhota Ismail Sports
School’s 17 & Under Team in the M1 Singapore-Malaysia Age Group
Competition 2017. Well done to the girls for doing TK and the nation
proud!

Shooting

TK Shooting participated in the ‘C’ Division National School Games
Shooting Championship in July. The students prepared for the
competition by giving their all during training sessions, both physically
and mentally. Alexander Yaw Kai Mun (2C) did TK proud not only by
clinching Bronze in the competition, but also by achieving his best score
to date of 543.
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SCHOOL EXCELLENCE
Girl Guides

During the annual ‘East Division Day’, the Girl Guides participated in various competitions such as ‘Snack-making’, ‘Mini
Gadget Making’ and a telematch. Through these activities, the girls were able to exercise ingenuity and teamwork, as well
as continue learning from one another in the Girl Guides family. The TK Girl Guides have attained the Puan Noor Aishah
Award (Silver) for the year 2016. Well done, TK Girl Guides!

TK Seladang Scouts

TK Seladang Scouts were the welcoming hosts of the 2nd East Area Games Day which focused on two sports, Handball
and Basketball, on 3 June this year. Several Scouts groups participated in the event, including Ngee Ann Wichita Scout and
Dunman Dove Scouts. TK was placed 3rd for Handball and 4th for Basketball. TK Seladang Scouts also attained the Frank
Cooper Sands Gold Award for the 9th year running, which is awarded annually to scout units that exemplify excellence.
Congratulations to TK Seladang Scouts!

NPCC

On 15 July, selected Secondary Two and Secondary Three cadets took part in the Area 8 Inter-Unit Drill Competition held at
Pasir Ris Crest Secondary School. The cadets displayed grit and tenacity as they prepared for the competition, which was
a daunting first time for many of them. During the competition, they kept their cool, executing the drills with precision and
finesse. We are proud to announce that TK NPCC clinched 2nd placing. Well done, NPCC!

Chess Club
On 14 and 15 October, members of the TK Chess Club participated in the 46th
Queenstown Community Centre Open Chess Championship. The TK students displayed
strategic thinking and kept their cool as they crossed paths with various opponents in
the Novice category. Jaryl Seah Rae Herng (2E) did the school proud by clinching 3rd
placing in the Novice Section (Merit) Under-14 category.
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STUDENT VOICE
Student Leaders’ Investiture

The annual TK Student Leaders’ Investiture is a significant event in the school calendar. For many Co-Curricular Activity (CCA)
leaders, it marks the beginning, or even the end of an era of leadership in their respective CCAs. As student leaders receive the
torch from their seniors, they are entrusted with myriad new responsibilities, all of which they take on with much eagerness and
determination.

The 2017 investiture commenced with the arrival of the various top CCA Leaders and Student Councillors, who marched to their
seats to the grand tune played by the TK Band. After the Principal, Mrs Dolly Ong, gave her welcome address, the audience was
treated to an inspiring speech by the Guest-of-Honour, Lieutenant Colonel Fredie Tan, Head of General Staff at Guards HQ, who
shared how leadership is a lifelong journey.
For all CCA leaders who went on stage, this was the moment they had all been waiting for since joining their CCAs as eager, earnest
juniors. However, they still maintained an air of confidence and maturity. It was clear that each and every one of them loved their
CCA, and this pride was only further accentuated through their earnest recitation of the CCA Leader’s Pledge.

As the CCA leaders made their way off the stage, an appreciation video was played, featuring photos and messages compiled
lovingly by the new Student Council Executive Committee for their seniors. This drew a lot of laughs, and even some tears from the
Secondary Four Student Councillors, whose shoes were soon to be filled by the new Secondary Two and Three Student Councillors.
After the latter received their certificates and new councillor badges, the Secondary Four Students Councillors were presented with
plaques as a symbol of the school’s appreciation of their service and dedication. Finally, the incoming Student Council Executive
Committee members were presented with their certificates of appointment by the outgoing executive committee.
Last but not least, the President of the Student Council 2016, Sherry Han Weng Yenn (4D), made her last speech as President. In
her speech, she recounted the fond memories she had had in the Student Council, and the invaluable knowledge she had garnered.
She then carried out the symbolic handover of the badge and flag to Bryan Ng Wen Hann (3D), who made his first speech as
President. All Student Councillors, both incoming and outgoing, recited the Student Councillor’s Pledge together, thereby bringing
the Investiture to a fitting close.

TK Graduation Ceremony 2017

Amidst the smiles and tears shed, Secondary Four students marched
smartly into the hall and, later, up the stage to receive the coveted TK
Bear. A symbol of their learning and other achievements at TK, the TK
Bear will be a nostalgic momento in the years to come. Together with
their parents, students took in the heartfelt well wishes conveyed in the
innovative videos lovingly presented by their teachers, recounting how
much the students had grown in confidence and character.

It was with a sense of gratitude that everyone proceeded to the
reception thereafter, with many students whipping out their phones
to snap a plethora of photographs commemorating the friendships
forged, and challenges overcome. All the best, Class of Class!
Congratulations also to the following students who received awards
during the Graduation Ceremony:
Singapore Youth Flying Club’s Excellence Award
Sherry Han Weng Yenn (4D)

Goh Chok Tong NextGen Outstanding Student Leader Award
Leong Sih-Zau (4C) | Matthew Chin Yuen Hao (4C) |
Sherry Han Weng Yenn (4D)
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STUDENT VOICE
TK Carnival - Games & Bazaar
This year’s TK Carnival took a different form. The theme was, “Games participation for all; something for everyone”, and each level
focused on a sport for its respective inter-class tournament. Secondary One students played Basketball, while Secondary Two students
enjoyed Netball. Secondary Three students sweated it out with Floorball, and the Secondary Four students eagerly participated in
Volleyball. There were also Frisbee and Handball competitions. In addition, various activities were conducted — a Dance Aerobics
class by TK’s very own Mr Muhammad Ahmad, a Petanque Clinic by Sheryl Sim (Class of 2016), a Bocce Clinic by Mr Shuhazam,
a Tchoukball Clinic by Tchoukball Singapore, and a Rugby Clinic by the Singapore Rugby Union.
The Charity Bazaar saw the Secondary One students creating games like ‘Plinko’, ‘Nerf Gun fights’ and ‘Sponge Throws’, while the
Secondary Two classes served the school nasi lemak, pizza, satay, and a wide assortment of other mouth-watering desserts and
drinks. Last but not least, the Secondary Three classes offered a plethora of appealing services - Haunted Houses, Photo Booths and
Bubble Soccer. Even the Parents’ Support Group (PSG) set up a stall selling soda floats, chicken wings, and salted egg paus. They also
offered Henna painting services. All proceeds for the day were donated to charity organisations.

Secondary 4 Picnic

The Secondary Four students gathered at East Coast Park for a Cohort Picnic on 21 July for a final get-together prior to the GCE ‘O’
Level examinations. It was a well-deserved break after all the hard work preparing for the final lap. The students all looked forward
to spending an afternoon with their friends and teachers. The day was filled with food, fun, laughter and happy memories as the
students bonded over games they had planned, and feasted on the picnic baskets they had prepared. While some took to relaxing
under the shade and enjoying the cool sea breeze, others rented bicycles for a leisurely ride. The beautiful beachside scenery
provided the perfect backdrop for the Secondary Four students to take their class photographs and enjoy their time together.

National Education Learning Journeys
The annual TK National Education Learning Journeys (NELJ) for Secondary One to Three students were conducted after the end-ofyear examinations. The NELJ followed a thematic approach, where the Secondary One students gained knowledge on Singapore’s
environment, geography and conservation efforts, as they visited places such as the Building & Construction Authority Academy,
MacRitchie Reservoir and Envision Gallery. The Secondary Two students were able to apply their knowledge from History lessons as
they went on heritage trails in heritage districts like Katong and Kampong Glam. They were also able to deepen their learning about
the turbulent time during World War Two as they embarked on World War Two trails.
The Secondary Three students visited places of interest which showed Singapore’s efforts in nation building, such as Soon Lee
Bus Depot, where they learnt more about the public transport system. A group of students went on an Aviation Learning Journey to
Temasek Polytechnic, where they experienced how to fly a plane using a simulator. Three Secondary Three classes also went on a
Civic District Trail with the aid of mobile devices, to learn more about Singapore’s system of governance. All in all, it was truly a day
of fun and learning outside the classroom, as well as fostering stronger bonds among classmates.
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Prize Presentation Day

STUDENT VOICE

Held on 23 May, this year’s Prize Presentation Day was an elegant affair. School Advisory Committee (SAC) member Mr Steven
Tham Weng Cheong, graced the occasion as Guest-of-Honour. As various awards celebrating the myriad achievements of TK
students were presented — ranging from Academic Awards, to Parents’ Support Group (PSG) Character Awards, to TK Outstanding
Service Awards — one could feel a strong sense of pride and appreciation. In a delightful interlude, TK Dance showcased their
Singapore Youth Festival Arts Presentation piece, entitled ‘Ray of Hope’. True to the school’s motto, the innovative use of tiny lights
concealed in their palms enhanced the artistry of their graceful and memorable performance.
The notable contributions of our parents and partners were also recognised as awards were given to outgoing members of the PSG,
as well as those who helped enrich the programmes for students and staff of TK. School Advisory Committee Members, Mr Teo
Hong Lim, Mr Neo Ah Chee and Mr Steven Tham Weng Cheong, also received the Service to Education Award from the Ministry
of Education, in recognition of their passion and dedication to TK over the years.
The highlight of the afternoon was the presentation of the prestigious N. Vaithinathan Gold Medal Award. A pinnacle award presented
to a graduate who excels in academic studies as well as in CCA, it went to Eythan Ong Tzeng Junn (4C, 2016). Closing the
ceremony on a high note, the TK Choir swept the audience away with their melodic and heartfelt renditions of ‘The Road Home’ and
‘Scarborough Fair’.

National Day Celebrations

SYNERGISTIC PARTNERSHIPS

This year’s theme for National Day was ‘One Nation Together’. The celebrations started with community singing, followed by the everpopular and much-loved march-in of the various Uniformed Group contingents. This was followed by an enchanting performance
anchored by the TK Drama Club, based on ‘Alice in Wonderland’ with a twist. The performance featured various groups of students
from different Co-Curricular Activities in TK coming together to celebrate as ‘One Singapore’. The Uniformed Groups showcased
their talent during their respective drill performances and thrilled the crowd with their smart and sharp moves. As with previous
years, senior citizens from St Hilda’s Community Services joined in for the celebrations as TK celebrated ‘One Nation Together’.

A Hearty ‘Thank You!’ to Our PSG!

Members of the Parents Support Group (PSG) have always been active contributors and passionate partners of TK. As part of this
year’s Teachers’ Day Celebrations, the PSG prepared a thoughtful and delicious gift of a magnificent three-tiered cake to show their
appreciation for all the hard work and effort the teachers had put in.

The PSG also continued to generously provide the heavily subsidised dinners for the Secondary Four students who stayed for
the Night Study Programme with funds it had raised from the sale of food in the early part of the year. The parents enthusiastically
contributed to the Racial Harmony Day Celebrations by conducting various sessions, which included tea appreciation, hands-on
sessions on how to make traditional delicacies such as Chinese Mooncakes, Malay ‘Ketupats’ and Indian ‘Rojak’, as well as Indian
desserts such as ‘Suji Halwa’.
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SYNERGISTIC PARTNERSHIPS
Visit by Nanjing Primary School

TK hosted a group of visitors from Nanjing Primary School
on 11 and 12 July which comprised the Vice-Principal, three
teachers and 40 students. Our eager Secondary One Higher
Chinese Language students from classes 1A to 1G warmly
hosted the students, who had classroom experiences as well
as meaningful interactions with other TK students. All in all, it
was a wonderful day of learning and cultural exchange for all
involved.

Racial Harmony Day

TKsians commemorated Racial Harmony Day on 21 July in a uniquely TK
way, which involved various ‘Know-Do-Be’ activities. Students were able to
acquire knowledge and experience hands-on activities. There were exciting
craft activities planned for the Secondary One students which were carried
out by vendors, teachers, as well as our students. These included batik
painting by Ms Tan Sok Tiow, traditional Malay kite-making by Ms Nur
Khairiyyah, Chinese Painting by Mrs Goh Mei Li, ‘Bunga Manggar’ by Ms
Nadiah Bte Ab Karim, and Rangoli drawing by a Secondary Three student,
Jayasekaran Sarithra (3F).
The Secondary Two students participated in hands-on activities on
traditional food, helmed by the Parents’ Support Group (PSG). They
conducted tea appreciation sessions and introduced varieties such as
Indian Masala tea, Japanese tea, Chinese tea and English tea. Last but
not least, the Secondary Three students relived the kampong days as they
played traditional games such as ‘Kelereng’, ‘Tarik Upeh’, ‘Bola Tin’ as well
as other traditional games such as ‘Zero Point’ and ‘Five Stones’.
Through these activities, the students were able to better appreciate and
deepen the bonds amongst the diverse communities in TK, and were able to
take away with them the importance of valuing differences and embracing
the racial and religious diversity in Singapore.

TK Band Jubilee Concert and Dinner

The TK Band celebrated its Golden Jubilee with a gala concert at the Esplanade Concert Hall on 21 June with the Director General
of Education (DGE), former TK Principal, Mr Wong Siew Hoong, officiating the concert. It was indeed a memorable evening for the
Band as it celebrated 50 years of excellence in music-making and marching. Four world premieres and specially commissioned works
were featured in this concert, namely, ‘Overture Di Tanjong Katong’ by Yasuhide Ito, 雾 误 悟, which when translated means ‘Mist,
Misunderstanding, Enlightened’ by alumnus, Derek Oh, ‘Elegy to the Elderflower’ by alumnus Gaius Lee, and a rearrangement of TK
Band’s signature tune, ‘Belphegor’ by Takashi Hoshide. The nearly sold-out concert was also attended by former Principals, Ms Seah
Jiak Choo, Ms Esther Lai, Mr Lee Yan Kheng and Mdm Haslinda Zamani. It was an evening of great music as the band and alumni
band performed music played by generations of TK Band members throughout the five decades.
A 100-page commemorative book entitled, ‘TK Band: Fifty Years of Music & Marching’, was also published, capturing five decades of
history and heritage. The book was launched at the Band reunion dinner on 9 September.
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STAFF MATTERS
ACES Day and Teachers’ Day Celebrations

Teachers’ Day Celebrations in TK started off with a bang, with the ACES Day festivities as teachers and students alike gamely took up the
challenge to do at least 300 skips within 20 minutes. After this invigorating start to the day, teachers were treated to a hearty breakfast
provided by their students. students expressed their gratitude towards their teachers in myriad ways, such as by bringing food along to
share or dedicating hand-made and heartfelt presents to them. The morning celebrations ended off with a visual treat as talented TK
students put on a spectacular concert dedicated to their teachers.
In the afternoon, the teachers had their yearly Teachers’ Day Lunch. The theme was ‘You’re a Star!’ and teachers displayed their creativity
by coming in many different interpretations – from star-shaped novelty glasses to Christmas stars pinned on their clothes. This year, the top
prize went to the Mother Tongue Department, whose teachers daringly and innovatively dressed up as various characters from Star Wars.
As with previous years, the Teachers’ Day Lunch was generously sponsored by the School Advisory Committee. We are also grateful to Mr
Teo Hong Lim, Mr Chia Chor Meng, Mr James Sim Hwee Meng and Mr Wong Khai Theen for sponsoring the prizes.

Celebrating people
Staff birthdays were celebrated in a special way this
year. Staff gathered and spent time over a delicious
breakfast with the school leaders as well as with
colleagues who shared the same birthday month.
It was a meaningful time where staff shared littleknown facts about themselves and had a lovely
time catching up with one another, and fostering
camaraderie and esprit de corps.

Department Bonding
Just as a family that plays together stays together,
spending time with colleagues strengthens
relationships and forges stronger bonds. TK staff
took time to bond as a department over activities
they enjoyed. The list of fun activities ranged from
sports and games, to cultural appreciation, and
baking. No matter what form department bonding
activities took, all departments ended off with
Singaporeans’ favourite pastime – eating.

Sports for Life Staff Walk/Run
In collaboration with the Staff Welfare Committee,
the Physical Education Department organised a
Sports for Life Staff Walk/Run for the staff of TK
on 25 May. It was held in conjunction with the
TK Carnival, and staff could choose between
completing a 2.4 km run or a 2 km walk. Besides
being good role models for the students, the staff
persevered with grit and determination to attain the
Gold, Silver or Bronze Award. Clad in a colourful
array of athletic attire, the staff enjoyed sweating it
out together as they raced or brisk-walked towards
the finish line. The students certainly recognised
the staff’s resilience, and cheered the teachers on
loudly. In the end, regardless of the award earned,
it was the experience of pushing on and supporting
each other as one TK which made the activity a
sweet and meaningful one.
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TRIBUTE
Tribute to Mr N. Vaithinathan, Former Principal,
Tanjong Katong Secondary Technical School (1956-1968)
On 19 September, the school held a special morning assembly
to mourn the passing of and pay tribute to Mr N. Vaithinathan,
the school’s Founding Principal. Mr Vaithinathan served the
school from 1956 to 1968 and laid strong foundations for the
school. The Principal, Mrs Dolly Ong, shared with staff and
students how Mr Vaithinathan had set the vision for TK and
the legacy he left behind. A minute of silence was observed
during the morning assembly after the sharing to mark our
respect for Mr Vaithinathan.
Mr Vaithinathan strongly believed in his students’ potential,
and he expressed this belief by putting the image of
Leonardo da Vinci on the school crest. In an earlier interview,
he explained, ‘I was looking for things to inspire and saw
this picture in a book about famous engineers… I thought
this was the right thing because not only was da Vinci a
great engineer, he was also a multi-talented personality, a
philosopher, an artist, an inventor… Completing the crest is
the school’s motto: Diligentia, Ingenium, Dexteritas, which
is written in Latin because this was the language of great
classics and was regarded as an important language of
learning then.’
Mr Vaithinathan also wrote the lyrics of the school song that
have been imprinted in the hearts and minds of generations
of TK students. In it he alludes to the poem ‘On the Seashore’
by Rabindranath Tagore to paint a vision of how the school
provides a haven for students to play - to make and mind,
and to seek and find - as they aspire to even greater heights,
following in the footsteps of luminaries Ernest Rutherford,
Leonardo da Vinci, Rabindranath Tagore and Albert
Einstein. In an interview for the school’s 50th Anniversary
Commemorative Book, he quoted Albert Schweitzer and
Robert Browning as some of his sources of inspiration.
‘Browning said ‘a man’s reach should exceed his grasp’. We
must help students to try to reach beyond what they think they
are capable of.’ He added, ‘The human mind and character
have no limits to how they can develop, so as educators, we
must allow children to grow in their own way.’
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Mr N. Vaithinathan
for our beloved founding Principal and Mentor
you came and saw and read and wrote
leaving a rich legacy embracing truth and vision
laying solid groundwork for generations
singing your crafted refrain, inspiring all
O Rutherford, Da Vinci, Tagore and Albert Einstein.
the skies poured and poured, openly weeping
as you bid farewell to a life full and blessed.
going beyond the seashore of endless worlds
we cherish your ceaseless exploring and example
now that we slowly realise you are leaving us...
- Kirpal Singh, Sept 19th, 2017
With deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolences
to the family of our founding Principal, who established
the vision inspiring generations of students
on the seashore of endless worlds to seek and find, make and mind, and strive to reach our goal.
From:

The School Advisory Committee,
Past and Present Principals & VPs,
staff, students, and alumni of
Tanjong Katong Secondary School
(formerly Tanjong Katong Secondary Technical School)

Editorial Team: Mr Kevin Hing, Ms Sarah Lim, Ms Alexandra Pang, Mr Hareesh M B, Mrs Celestine Poon, Mr Roy Soh and Student
Reporter Alisha Ganesh (3D).

